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2.  LOCATION 


3.  DA7e*TIM2  CROUP 

Local n i 'rh  * 

GMT 


5.  PHOTO! 

□ Y«t 
OCNc 


7.  LENGTH  OP  observation 


4a  TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 
S 6«ound-Vi>wol 
□ At^  Vi  sud 


□ Graund-Rodor 

□ Air*tnt«r«*pt  Roddr 


Civilian 


I.  number  op  objects  I 9.  COURSE 


one 


not  fiiven 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SICHTINO  11.  C 

Star-like  ob  j •isl'^wly  descending  near 
Oeneb  in  tne  < on -•  tel  lat  ion  Cygnns,  which 


Oeneb  in  tne  < on -•  tel  lat  ion  Cygnns,  wn 
at  this  time  -vas  low  on  theK^V  horizon 
Obi  had  brillin  of  1st  -nag  star. 
Dimmed  as  it  J?sc3nded  it  disappeared 
behind  trees.  Did  not  apeear  to  be  burn- 
ing, not  a meteor,  not  oscillating  like 
weather  balloon. 


descending 


11.  COMMENTS 

No  durat 
ich  slow,  or 
analysis 
insii  Pf  ic 


IZ  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wo«  BaliMn 

□ Probobly  Bdioon 
D Po$fibly  Bdlloofi 

□ Wdft  Aifcrofr 

□ Probably  Aireroft 

□ Potiibly  Alrcroff^ 

□ Was  Astronomical 

□ Probably  Astronomical 

□ Possibly  Astfonomicat 

□ Qth*r  _ ■ 

jPy  InsMffieiofit  Dqto  for  Evoluotloo 
Ti  Unkoowi 


ion , speed  other  than 
enough  data  for 
• Case  considered  as 
lent  data. 
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Cover  Sheet.  Chrt  jfl,  SubJ:  UFO  Report  fron  Mr. 
to  SAFIS-3  (Cont'd) 

m 

d,  January  12  alghtinjs:  Ve  have  no  report  of  any  huraiag  object 

la  this  area.  If,  as  source  states,  all  the  neighbors  observed 
the  Incident,  vhy  vaa  his  fuery  not  addressed  to  his  local  police, 
flreaient,  press,  etc..  Instead  of  to  the  Air  Force  through  the 
editor  of  TZMS  oagaslne. 

e.  January  Ih  slating:  It  Is  believed  that  the  objects  observed 

through  the  telescope  were  Jet  aircraft  at  high  sltltxkLe.  Riey 
often  give  the  appearance  described. 

f • Althfmgh  not  conclusively  identified  as  yet,  data  provided  vlll 

be  used  as  part  of  our  continuous  study  of  aarlal  phenomena, 
followed  with  a statement  of  appreciation  for  reporting. 
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Balloon 

pfobobl/  Balloon 
r'oJisibl/  Bolloon 

Was  Aircraft 
P-^abc&W  Aircraft 
Possibly  Aifcroft 

Was  Aifrofiomical 

ProboWy  AstforwmScol 
pQSsibW  Astronofnical 


X TYPE  OF  QSScRVATION 


3,  0 AT S-TIME  GROUP 

, r.o^ht 


n Ground- Rodof 

aSCOP^  Aif-lrttorctfpt  Radar 
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6,  SOURCE 


S.  PHOTOS 
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Or^MENlS 


SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 


10.  BRIEF 
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holcl  43 


-iiiQsa  wv/o  cdlaatlai  occurancd  :iiouid  have  bean  auiflclonS 
j but  r::i:ri7n  noi 


On  the  ni^'^tof  January  14t,  I waa  in  '/ay  bacic  yard  about 
10:30  p rtt*,  looking  at  tha  a taro  through  my  4-lnoh  b'slaaoopo.  At 
that  p2i;i:lcuiar  monient,  I ha  d^enpec^au^  rrom  my  scope  and  <733  looking 
in  tho  direction  of  Gemini  ^ * vJxen  auddeiily  four 

oval-shaped  objoctaj  ona-behind  the  o Sner  and  In  perfect  forr-.atlon, 
flev;  aci’ouo  my  line  of  eight,  very  lov/*  ( would  saw  under  ISO  feet») 
111036  Objects  v/ere  not  lighted  at  all,  xvere  g:rayl3h^in  color  from 
the  lights  of  the  city  (the  moon  was  not  in  Uia  sky)*  ^hey  w ere  flying 
er:actly  uniformly  in  speed,  at  less  than  200  miles  an  hour,  I would 
eay,  if  the  objects  v«re  as  low  as  diey  appeared*  In  less  than 
one  minvuO,  they  diaappoared  from  oi  . Aa  a gxiesa,  I would  say 
that  each  oval  v^as  perhaps  30  to  ^10  feet  in  diameter.  Because  of  their 
enact  flying  speed  in  relation  to  each  other,  it  is  posaibls  that  each 
wan  a tta^chod  to  the  some  lorrg  object  v^hith  would  be  inviaibla  if  it 
ware  paniuted  black  (lli^  gondolas  under  a dirigible),  sound  wa 

audible,  not  even  a murmur* 

prlvaca  theory  Is  that  Ellington  field,  about  20  miles 
southeast  of  my  house,  where  many  jets  are  in  operation,  kna?  3 something 
about  these  objects.  If  they  baiong  to  our  gcr;’0rnm8nt  (p<in5er  without 
sound  or  11^  ts  and  perfect  manue  verb  ill  ty)  wa  ^ve  got  the  next  war 


A 


3A?IS-3/>&J  Tacker/jiad/T3328 


15  J^ni  1953 


Dear  Mr 


■ fla  ils  to  .acknowledge  your  latter  of  17  January 
concemlng  unidentified  flying  object  Blghtlngs^ 


. Hjs'  Air  Force  has  no  report  of  a burning  object 
over  Houston,  Texas  on  12  Jani2ary  19^  • 

* 

m 

With  reference  to  the  objects  sighted  on 
lU-  January  1953,  they  were  probably  high  flying  jet 
aircraft* 


_ Without  photographs,  accxcrsito  azlnutha,  evaluations, 
bearings,  eicrct  tlrss  nrd  identification  based  irpon  the 
observer's  own  description  It  Is  difficult,  If  not 
Ir^s&ible,  to  definitely  e%faliat3  such  sightings. 

Sincerely, 


lAWRSHCB  J*  TACKSR 
Major,  IBA? 

Sxeeativo  Officer 

Public  Inforciation  Division 

Office  of  Information  Sc;rvic 
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CCMSEACK- SAFI33 

R2ADEfl-SA2I3-l 

STAy3ACX-SA?IS-3 


dvan 


On  tha  night  of  January  3',  ny  wlfo  and  I,  upon  returning 
frca  a visit  to  a boolcstors,  observed  a atar-iilo  ohjoct  .ilo-.vly 
descending  near  Dene’o  in  the  constellation  Cygnua  In  the  lo\»  ^’orth- 
v/estern  aliy.  ‘^Is  object,  '.vl  tTn  the  brilliancy  of  a 5irst  nagnituda 
star,  dlnuaed  as  it  aanic,  becoming  barely  visible  when  it  disappeared 
from  view  behind  treetops  . It  did  not  appear  to  ba  a bum Ing v ob  Jg_c t ^ 
sucii  as  a gas-flxlad  waatbt-r  baloon*  It  definitely  v/as  net  a shooting 
star  or  a iisteor..  


'the  la  cb  afternoon  of  January  12,  just  before  dusk,  I was 
senrching'the  uestem  sky  fora  glimpse  of  the  planet  liarcury*  I 
could  not  see  Mercury  because  of  tlie  briillaucy  of  the  sky  (the  sun 
had  sat)  but  ny.attention  v/as  attracted  by  a brilliant,  orange  colcred 
object  ivliich,  at  first,  appeared  to  be  a giant  multi -motored  plana  j 
lit  by  tl'^  rays  of  tr^  declining  sun.  It  grew'  brighter  for  a few  minutas 
but  did  not  appear  to  be  apprea thing  or  even  moving,  except  for  a 
?3rcopti;{ble  dovaiv/ard  drift.  I decided  It  must  be  a burning  plana,  but 
I could  see  no  smoke.  I raced  into  the  hoto  e for  ay  binoculars  (7 
po’.vero ) and  sheuted  to  my  wife  arxl  daughter  to  see  the  spectacle. 

Hiey  ran  outside  (also  cur  maid  and  neighbors  from  across  the  street), 
and  iV3  all  examined  the  object  Intently  through  the  glasses.,  Thej. 
object  definitely  '.viis  burning  (my  v/lfe  called  it  a raf t^")'*'^ ^-I*  l/aa 'a 
mass  of  flames  reaching  into  the  air  almost  as  hi^  as  '*^the  object  naa 
long.  Ths  flames  ware  higher  on  the  left  side  (south)  than  the 
ri,^t  aide,  2iis  object,  coo,  gre’.v  dimmer  and  finally,  aft**r  about 
Gin  or  seven  ainutes,  sank  out  of  sight.  we  judged  it  to  be  about 
10  to  20  miles  sway.  If  it  were  that  far,  the  v/in;7  .ep^ad  must  have 
been  at  least  150  faet.  Later,  my  da tar,  age  £*xwdre’.v  pictures  of 
it,  independently . Her  drawing  '.vas  remarkably  like  mirs* 
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Kdltor  Tima 
New  York 

Dear  8lr$ 


January  17 
1 9 8 6 


There  are  some  strange  goings-on  in  the  evening  and  night 
sky  above  Houston* 

On  Iha" night  of  January  my  wife  and  1,  upon  returning 
from  a visit  to  a books tdRfT^HTis^rved  a star-illss  object  ;i lowly 
descending  near  Denob  In  the  oonatellatlon  Cygnus  In  the  low  North- 
western sky*  *4iia  objeot,  with  the  brllllanoy  of  a first  magnitude 
star,  dimmed  as  It  sank,  becoming  barely  visible  when  It  disappeared 
from  view  behind  treetops*  It  did  not  appear  to  be  a bumlngvotojecji^  ' 

such  aa  a gas-fiileu  weath  r balloon*  It  derinitely  was  net  a footing  'o 

star  or  a meteor*.  v 

the  late  afternoon*  o^  January  1^,  Just  before  dusk,  I was  : 

searchlng~the  western  sky  for  a glimpse  of  the  planet  Mercury*  I 4 

could  not  see  Mercury  because  of  the  brilliancy  of  the  sky  (the  sun  ^ 

had  set}  but  my  attentlqi  was  att-'acted  by  a brilliant,  orange  ool<red  * 
object  which » at  first,  appeared  to  be  a giant  multi-motored  planor^^ . 
lit  by  the  rays  of  tbs  declining  sun*  It  grew  brighter  for  a few  minutes, 
but  did  not  appear  to  be  approaching  or  even  moving,  except  for  a 
perceptlj(bl6  downward  drift*  I decided  It  must  be  a burning  plane,  but 
I could  see  no  smoke*  I race  I into  the  hois  e for  my  binoculars  (7 
powers)  and  shouted  to  my  wifa  and  dnufdltOP  tO  8tv  tllC  SPOCtdOlO* 

They  ran  outside  (also  our  maid  and  neiglibora  from  norois  die  street), 
and  we  all  examined  the  object  intently  through  Uio  glasses •/  ,Tha 
object  definitely  wgs  burning  (my  wife  called  It  a rnftT*''^‘^It  waS'a 
mass  of  flames  reaching  into  the  air  almost  as  hifh  as  me  object  uns 
long*  The  flames  were  hl^er  on  the  left  aide  (south)  than  the  mwah 
ri^it  side.  This  ob^ot,  too,  grew  dimmer  and  finally,  aft  r*  about 
six  or  seven  minutes,  sank  out  of  sight,  we  Judg^^d  it  to  be  about 
10  to  20  mile  a away*  If  it  were  that  far,  the  wing  apnead  rtius  L have 


lo  to  iso  mixea  away  , ii  ii;  were  tnnt  rnr,  cne  wing  ap^ad  ijiua  l have 
been  at  least  150  feet*  Later,  my  doubter,  ago  pictures  of 

it,  independently*  Her  dravrlng  was  reniarkably  like  mine* 


ad  ijiua  l have 


50  ^-'5,/dfe'.v  plctur 

like  mine  * 

i ■ ■ 

* (,  1 4 , ^ / ' * r ' * ' * 

/ ' 


Sieae  two  oeloatlal  ooeurenoe  should  have  been  aufflolent 
'taut  hold  ua«  but  iwnfcn  no: 


i(n  the  nl^tof  January  I4«  I was  In  my  baok  yard  about 
10:30  p.m««  looking  at  the  stars  through  my  4-lnoh  teleaoopa.  At 
that  putlcnlar  moment « X bad  stepped  away  from  my  aoope  and  was  looking 
In  the  direction  of  Oeniinl  (oaator  and  Pollux «hen  suddeAly  four 
oval**8haped  objects#  one*behlod  the  other  and  In  perfect  fonnatlon# 
flew  across  my  line  of  sl^t«  very  low*  ( would  saw  under  ISO  feet.) 
Ihese  objects  were  not  lifted  nt  all#  wei^  gsaylahTln  color  from 
the  ll|dits  of  the  city  (the  moon  was  not  In  the  aky)»  %ey  were  flying 
exactly  uiilfomly  In  speed#  at  leas  than  200  mllea  an  hour#  1 wouLd 
aay#  If  the  objects  were  as  low  as  they  appeared*  In  less  than 
one  minuie#  they  disapp>aR»d  from  si^t*  As  a guess,  1 would  say 
that  each  oval  was  peihaps  30  to  4U  feet  In  diameter*  Beoauoe  of  ihelr 
exact  flying  speed  in  relation  to  each  otht^r.  It  is  possible  that  each 
was  attached  to  the  seme  lon^  object  Which  would  be  Invisible  if  It 
were  paninted  black  (like  gondolas  under  a dirigible)*  No  sound  was 

audible  ^ not  even  a murmur  • 

Ny  private  theory  Is  that  Kllington  field,  about  20  miles 
southeast  of  my  house#  where  many  Jets  are  in  operation#  knows  something 
about  these  objoots*  If  they  belong  to  our  government  (p4wer  without 
sound  or  ll^ts.and  perfect  manueverblllty)  we've  got  the  next  war 

won* 
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X.  ~ 8uitjeet 


Ve  telleve  va*  a 


Covnr  flhtet.  Ctet  #1,  Suibjt  UFO  Repoort 

to  a«rZB-3  (Cont'd) 


ftrcn  Ifr 


t dXdZhibr  38| 


d. 


Jtauary  12  BlRjdtlng;  Ve  h«f«  no  report  of  any  burning  object 
in  thie  area.  Zf^  on  aoiuroe  atateei  c41  ttm  nei^bore  observed 
the  inetdenty  ety  vas  bis  query  not  addraseed  to  hla  local  poli< 
flrsBsat«  preaa^  ate. » Instead  of  to  the  Air  Toroe  throu^  tbe 
•ditar  of  HM  imirml  ne 

Aouary  lU  sl^diEtlng:  It  Is  believed  tbat  the  objects  observed 

tbrougb  tbe  telescope  vere  Jet  aircraft  at  hltf>  altitude.  9iey 
oftsB  give  tbe  appearsoee  deserlbed. 


f. 


Altboagb  not  conclusively  Identified  as  yetj  < 
be  used  es  pert  of  our  continuous  study  of  ak 
foUoMed  vith  a stateaent  of  npraeiatloa  for 


provided  uiU 
pbenoBHoa. 
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I.  DATE 


12  Jan  53 


3.  DATE-TIME  CROUP 

Local  afternoon 


GMT 


5.  PHOTOS 


□ Y«» 
O' Ho 


7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 


2.  LOCATION 

Houston,  Texas 


4.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 
round- Visual  ^ 

O Air-  Vi  suol  C 


SOURCE 


□ Ground-Rador 

□ Air-lntore^pt  Rador 


a.  NUMBER  Of  objects  I 9.  COURSE 


ne 


to,  brief  summary  of  sighting 
One  of  three  rpts  in  letter  to  T 
Magazine  forwarded  dor  analvsis, 
obj  was  on  the  ground  & burning. 


Thi 


stat  ionar  V 


II.  COMMENTS 

Not  a flying 
been  rptd  to 


T7.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Was  BolloGn 

□ Probably  Balloon 

□ Possibly  Balloon 

□ Was  Aircraft 

□ Probably  Aircraft 
Q Possibly  Aircraft 

m- 

Q Was  Astrorvomical 
D Probably  Astronomical 
Q Possibly  Astronomical 


Insofficiont  Data  for  EvalMOtion 
Urtk  nown 


ob j . Should  have 
poli.'o  or  fire  dept 


ATIC  FORM  33f  (RXV  2»  3KP  53) 


January  17 
1 9 5 6 ) 


'ThQre  ara  soica  atr*iaga  golng3*on  In  tiio  ovaning  and  night 
sky  a'oov«  Houston. 

On  the" night  of  January  3,  my  wife  and  I,  upon  returning 
from  a visit  to  a bookstore,  observed  a star-illia  object  slowly 
descending  near  Deneb  In  the  constellation  Cygnus  In  the  low  I^ortii- 
v/estern  slcy.  '4its  object,  vdtli  the  brilliancy  of  a 5irst  magnitude 
star,  dl-tmed  as  It  sank,  becoming  barely  visible  when  It  disappeared 
from  viev  behind  treetops  • It  did  not  appear  to  be  a bum ing vjpb  Je cji 
such  as  I ga3*’filled  weather  r balloon.  Xt  definitely  was  not  a shoo  tin 
star  or  .1  me  to  or  


.;^ln  the  laCb  afternoon  of  January  12,  Just  before  dusk,  X v/as 
searchln^the  no  a tern  sky  for  a glimpse  of  the  planet  Mercury.  X 
could  not  see  Merciipy  because  of  the  brilliancy  of  the  sky  (the  sxm 
had  sot)  but  my  .attention  v/as  att:*acted  by  a brilliant,  orange  colcred 
object  which  f at  first,  appeared  to  be  a giant  multi  mo  to  red  plane;'*^^;’^ 
lit  by  tl»  rays  of  the  declining  sun.  It  grew  brighter  for  a few  minutes 
but  did  not  appear  to  b©  approaching  or  even  moving,  e:^cept  for  a 
parccptl,fbla  dovaiward  drift.  I decided  It  must  be  a burning  plane,  but 
I could  .]3a  no  smoke.  I raced  Into  the  hois  e f or  ny  binoculars  (7 
powers)  tuid  shcuted  to  my  v/lfa  and  dau^tar  to  see  the  spectacle. 

They  ran  outside  (also  our  maid  and  nel^bors  from  across  the  street), 
and  v/e  all  aiiaminad  the  object  Intently  through  the  glasses  ,^e.. 

Ob  J3  c t do  f inlt el y w a s burning  (my  v/  If e c a lied  1 1 a raf  ^It  wa  s ''a 
mass  of  flames  reaching  into  the  air  almost  as  hl^  as  the  object  uaa 
long.  Ti".a  flames  ‘were  hi^er  on  the  left  aide  (south)  than  the 
right  side,  This  ob^  ct,  too,  grew  dimmer  and  finally,  aft^r  about 
sim  or  seven  minuteo,  sank  out  of  sight,  V/e  judged  it  to  bo  about 
10  to  20  miles  away.  If  It  were  that  far,  the  v/lng  ap^ad  must  have 
bson  at  least  150  feet.  Later,  my  dau^tar,  age  2§^ydrev/  pictures  of 
it,  Indapendsntly • Her  drawing  was  remarkably  like  mine* 

\i/  fj  ■* 


~t~<  liiosa  tr.vo  celoatiai  oocuranoo  chouid  have  been  aumdant 

'c^  hold  U3 , but  nccica  no: 

On  tha  nl^tof  January  14,  X wro  In  my  back  yard  about 
lOtoO  p.m,,  lookins  at  tho  a tara  throu^  ny  4-inch  tel&aoopd*  At 
tliat  pdiiticxilar  nioiuent,  I had  stepped  away  from  ny  scope  and  waa  lookin 
in  tho  direction  of  Cetnini  (Castor  and  Polliix.),  vdien  auddehly  four 
oval-shaped  objects,  one -behind  the  other  and  In  perfect  formation, 
flew  across  my  line  of  sight,  very  low,  ( would  saw  under  150  feet.) 
These  objects  v;ere  not  lifted  at  all,  wore  gaa/lsh^Ln  color  from 
the  11^ 1 3 of  the  city  (the  moon  was  not  In  the  sky)*  ‘-^heywore  flying 
exactly  uniformly  in  speed,  at  less  than  200  miles  on  hour,  I would 
say,  if  the  objects  v«re  as  low  as  they  appeared*  In  less  than 
one  minute,  they  disapp':arud  from  sl^t*  As  a guess,  X would  say 
that  e.ach  oval  v/aa  perhaps  30  to  40  feet  In  diameter*  Be  cause  of  their 
exact  flying  speed  in  relation  to  each  other,  it  is  possible  that  each 
v;aa  attached  to  the- same  long  object  vhlxsh  would  be  Invlalbla  if  it 
v/ere  payfinted  black  (like  gondolas  under  a dirigible)  • Ho  aoux^d  rssmiA  w 
audible,^  not  even  a murmur* 

^ private  theory  is  lhat  Blllngton  field,  about  20  miles 
southeait  of  my  house,  where  many  Jets  are  in  operation,  kncwa  somethin 
about  these  objects*  If  they  belong  to  our  government  (pbaer  without 
sound  or  ll^ts.and  perfect  maxnxevarbillty ) we've  got  the  ne^t  war 

won  • ' » _ y I \ X 1 
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Subject  report  has  been 
taddente  involved* 


AFCIH-4£4/Capt  Gregory /knio/6*9^6 
reviewed*  ^here  appears  to  be  three  unrelated 


2. 


Suggcestlona  1390a  which  to  bcue  a reply: 

a*  Air  Force  receives  a nunber  oT  reports  frcn  saDatetxr  astrcnosiera  or 

persona  having  telescopes  vho  ask  the  Air  Force  to  explain  or  identify 
objects  or  lights  vfaieh  appear  strange  to  them, 

b.  Vlthcut  photogpras^  and  accurate  axlmiths,  elevatlona>  bearings, 
etc,,  coigiled  with  exact  times,  Identification  baaed  on  the  observer's 
own  deserlptloa  is  difficult,  if  not  Impossible.  Amateur  and 
professional  astroncoers  and  sly  observers  almost  Invariably  provide 
this  data  without  regpest.  Mr,  4HlHl^OQly  provides  general 
dlreetioos,  if  at  all. 

c,  Jhzmary  3 slating:  Ve  believe  object  was  a bolide  - a number 

were  reported  during  that  'oeriod. 
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phevious  forticHs  of  this  fokw  may  ec  used* 
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